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“HOUR OF DELIVERANCE DRAWS NEAR.” SAYS MERCIE

N APPEAL TO BELGIAN PEOPLE TO REMAIN PATIENT

Archbishop's House, Malines,

Presses to Door of Sacristy and Cries: “Long Live the
Cardinal,” “Long Live Liberty”

‘ * Tales Related in Report of German Spies Are Largely Fiction, Churchman-Patriot

Writes Governor General Von Bissing in Defense of Address Given

in Brussels on National Day

Explanatory Comment
"A T THE end of the eloquent anniversary service conducted by the Cardinal in the church of St. Gudule

Brussels, on July 21, 1916, the organ proclaimed the Belgian national anthem, “La Brabanconne. It
had the usual effect, The crowd could not be contained and spontaneously raised the cry of “Long live

Belgium! Long live the king!"

“La Brabanconne” is quite as dear to the Belgian people as “La Mareeillalse” iz to the French. Both

hymns celebrate liberty.
original text is no longer sung.

with peace.
violators of her neutrality.

“La Brabanconne,” however, is exceptionnl among national anthems in that its
As first written the words announced enmity with the Netherlands,
comparatively short time the bitter emotionalism of 1830 passed awdy.

In =
Belgium came to typify eivilization

It was the unique role which she sincerely played that intemsified the odium attaching to the

Charles Roger wrote the verses of the new “Brabanconne” now current. The first stanza runs as follows

in the English version:

Weary wars of thrall are ended
And Belgium is free as of old:
Sav'd by her sons’ heroic valor,
Her name, her flag, she will uphold
In her might newly born rejoicing.
Her people united and free,
Emblazon on her ancient banner,
. For king, for law, for liberty!

The original words were writlen in 1830 by Louis Dechez Jenneval, a popular actor, who fought in the
revolution against the Netherlands. Francis van Campenhout composed the musie, He was a fairly successful
musician, who had played in the orchestra of the Theatre de la Monnaie, in Brussels, and had ulso appeared
on the stage as & tenor. Several operas, songs, choruses and some church mugic bear his name. but he is best

known by “La Brabanconne.”

| Cardinal Mercicr‘s Story

}ltluding his correspondence with the German
suthorities in Belgium during the war, 1914 to
1918, edited by Professor Fernand Mayence of
Louvain University and translataed by the Bene-
dictine Monks of St. Augustine’s, Ramasgate,
England.

[Continuation of Cardinal Mercier's address in
Church of St. Gudule.)
¢ head of one of cur noblest families wrote to

me: ‘Our son of the Seventh Regiment of the Line
bas fallen; my wife and I feel our hearts broken, but if
need be we would gladly give him again,

“A curate of the capital has just been condemned
to twelve years' penal servitude. 1 was allowed to go
in his cell to embrace and bless him. ‘I have,' said he,
‘three brothers at the front, I believe I am here for
aiding my youngest brother, a lad of seventeen, to join
his elder brothers; one of my sisters is here in a neigh-
boring cell; but, thanks be to God, my mother is not
alone; she has told us so; besides she does not weep.’

< “Dp not our mothers make us think of the mothe
the Machabees? What lessons of moral grandeur!
oth herc and on the roads leading to exile in the
prisons and concentration camps in Holland and Ger-
many.

Preaching “Invincible Hope”

“Do we reflect sufficiently how much those brave
men must suffer, who from the very beginning of the
war, from the day after the defense of Liege and Na-
mur, or the retreat from Antwerp, have seen their mili-
tary career destroyed and now chafe under their in-
ability to bear arms; those guardians of our rights and
our commercial freedom, whe, by their bravery, have
been reduced to inactivity? There is courage in leap-
ing to the attack; there is no less in holding back from
it; there is even more virtue at timeés in suffering than
in action. And these two years of the Belgian people’s
ealm submission to the inevitable, this enduring ten
acity which made an humble woman, before whom the
possibilities of an early peace was discussed, to exclaim:
‘Oh! for us there iz no haste; we can still wait” Hew
beautiful and full of instruction for the coming genera-
tions! This is what we must consider, my brethren,
namely, the magnanimity of the nation in sacrifice,
our universal and persevering brotherhood in afflictions,
in mourning and in the same invincible hope; that is

~ what we must bear in mind in order to estimate our

Belgian fatherland at its true worth,
*  “Now, the first authors of this moral greatness are

“While waiting until they return, when grateful
uﬂm' ] will acclaim the living and crown the memory
of the fallen, let us raise up in our souls an imperish-
able monument of religious gratitude. Let us pray for
those who are no more and exclude no one from our

ble that they are expiating in purgatory the last traces
of human frailty. It belongs to you to hasten their
entrance into paradise. Sueccor the distress of the
poor man who i known to you, of the poor man who
is bashful. Give your superfluity to those who lack
the needful. Asszist at the mass which is celebrated
each week in yvour parish church for cur departed sol-
diers, take with you your children, get them to com-
municate and communicate with them.

“Pray also for those who stand ever in the line of
firel At the moment I am speaking to you, say to your-
selves: Some are now in their agony, the vision of
cternity has risen up before them. Let us think of them
and obtain for them a holy death,

*‘Our soldiers ars our masters,’ wrote recently a
French academician; ‘they are our teachers, our leaders,
our judges, our supporters, our true friende; let us be
worthy of them and imitate them. To induce us not
to do less than our duty, they ave invariably disposed
to do more than theirs.'

“The hour of our deliverance draws near, but has
not yet struck. let us remain patient. Let not our
courage falter. Let us leave to divine Providence the
care of perfecting our national education.

“Young women and young girls, let me ask if you
regard with sufficient gravity the present hour, Pray,
do not show yourselves strangers to your country's
mourning; there ave fashions and attitudes insulting to
sorrow. Modesty iz for you a halo and a virtue; it is,
moreover, today a patriotic duty. You also should think
of the privations and endurance of our soldiers.

“Let our minds be permeated with the great law of
the austerity of life. ‘"How much ought we not,’ con-
tinues the patriot I have just quoted, *how much ought

 not, in the relatively easy conditions and in the
exposed regions which are ours and which do not
merit the name of war zone, to apply our efforts to
practice self-restraint, to be more simple in our life
and ways, and, like our soldiers, but in our own way,
to brace ourselves up to exercise more effective energy?
Let us not squander a moment of our lives in amuse-
ment or relaxation. Let us not spend a8 minute of ow
lives, save for the splendid gain for which our brothers
sacrifice so lovingly their own.'

Forecasts the National Independence

“And just a= at the front our lheroes offer us the
marvelous and consoling spectacle of an inseparable
union, of a military brotherhood which nothing ean
impair; thus in our ranks, less serried and with a more
elastic discipline, we ghall aim, none the lese, at pre-
serving the =ame cohesion, the same patriotic concord.
We shall respect the truce imposed on our disputes by
the great cause which alome should employ and ab-
sorb all our means of attack and fighting; and if wicked
and wretched men do not understand the urgency or the
heauty of this national harmony and still determine in
apite of everything to foment the passions which at
other times divide ug, we will turn away and continue,
without deignitg to reply, to remain faithful to the
pact of union, friendship, loyal and sincere confidence,
which, in spite of them, we have made with them, under

our independence should find us stronger, more cour-
ageous, more united than ever. Let us prepare for it
by work, by patience, by brotherhood. When in 1980 we
remember the dark years of 1014-1916, they will appear
to us brighter, more majestic and, provided today we
know how to make up our mind, they will prove the
happiest and most fruitful of our national history. Per
crucem ad lucem. Light springs from sacrifice.”

“Long Live the Cardinall”

Al the end of the service the organ played the
“Brabanconne.” Up to that point the congregation,
obedient fo the recommendations of the Cardinal, had
restrained their emotion, but scarcely had the last note
of the national hymn died away than spontaneously a
ery burst forth from every breast: “Long live Belgium!
Long live the King!”

At the termination of the ceremony the Cardinal,
according to custom, was conducted processionally to
the deanery situated closo to the church, The crowd
pressed up to the door of the sacristy and met him with
the cry: “Long live the Cardinal! Long live liberty!”

In the evening ahout § o'clock passers-by recognized
the Cardinal's motorcar waiting at the gate of St
Louis’s Institute. A crowd at once collected and the
instant the Cardinal entered his carriage to return to
Mulines he ‘was accluimed with enthusiastic shouts by
a crowd that every moment grew denser. A German
officer appeared on the scene, mccompanied by a de-
tachment of soldiers, and brutally ordered a hayonet
charge and several persons were wounded. The Car-
dinal’s motorcar rapidly disappeared in the direction of
Malines. The following day Lieutenant General Hurt
sent a letter to the Burgomaster of Brussels from which
we extract the following passages.*

“When the Cardinal in the evening passed through
the eity in his motorear, a demonstration hostile to the
German authorities took place of such a nature to rouse
the population to resistance dnd jll-considered acts. You
must agree, sir, that no occupying power in the world
could tamely submit to such provocation.

“In consequence I have suggested to the Governor
General that he should inflict a fine upon the entire
population of Brussels. The Governor General has
agreed to my proposal and has inflicted a fine of a mil-
lion marks."

The incidents that marked that day, July 24, ocea-
=ioned an exchange of letters between his Eminence and
the Governor General,

Government General of Belgium, Brussels,
July 24, 1a16.
To His Eminence Cardinal Mercier, Archbishop of
Malines,

Throughout the country generally July 24 passed
without incident, It was only at Brussels that a dem-
onstration took place incompatible with the regime of
nceupation.

This demonastration started with your Eminence
wourzelf. The reports which have reached me in-
form me that during the address you delivered at
St, Gudule's you expressed yourself as follows: “The
fonr of deliverance draws near, but has mot yet
struek. He who bears the responaibility of this fright-
ful war should recoive ife deserts. He that lot loose
this storm upon Belgiwm must bo punished.

“My dear brethren, pray for the martyrs of lib-
erty, remain firm and unshalken in your hope, your
deliverance is at hand.

“A curate of our diocese has been sentenced to
tivelve years’ penal servitude, a nun in our loly
church to six years' imprisonment. Pray for theae
martyrs who languish in a prison cell for having
served their king and country.

1830 * * * an lListorie date, when the people
of Belgium wyung their liberly from their oppressors
* % *after fourteen years, and a few dayes all the
churehes of Belgium will regound with the Belgian
people’s shouts of joy and gladness,”

Before coming to a decision reapecting this inci-
dent, I pray your Eminecice to vouchsafe me. as early
ag possible, an explanation of this afair and inform
me if the extract!s quoted above reproduce cxactly the
words wttered by yon, Misunderstandings have heen
cansged in similar cases, Accordingly, I deem it im-
portant for your Eminence to commuuicate (o me flis
part of your address. [t would interest me ezpecially
o learn if your Eminence spoke with such certainty
of the approuching liour of deliverance.

If this 18 so, you will kindly inferm me of the
grounds on which you bose your assertion. Because
of the importanes which I attach to this faet, I should
he grateful to your Eminence if you would give me a
detatled account.

This incident dixpenses me from answering youwr
cateemed letter af the 12th inat, Aa I cannot admit
the view there expreseed, cven if purely theoretical, I
have requested the chief of my political department to
veply to your Eminence.

I present to your Eminerice the expression of my
Eilcere eslesm.

(Signed) NARON VON BISSING,

July 25, 1916,

To His Excellency Baron von Bissing, Governor Gen-

eral of Belgium.

I am making it a duty to reply by return of post,
as your Excellency desired in the letter No. 8718, you
did me the honor to address to me on July 24th and

which I received this morning.

It is fortunate that

your Excellency had the good inspiration to submit to
me the report made to you of the discourse which I
preached at 8t. Gudule on the 21st inst. Nothing Is
more fitting than that I should go straight to the
point. This method, had it been always followed, would
have spared us in the past the misunderstandings,
the recurrence of which we are today both equally

anxious to prevent.

Desirous of removing, as adequately as may be,
your Excellency's anxiety, I will give in parallel
columns the chargea made against me in your report

and the text of my sermon.

This report, containing twenty-four lines within
quotation marks, puts into my mouth nine proposi-

tions.

Of these nine, four are absolute fiction, one

reproduces faithfully & line of my discourse, the re-
maining four were indeed spoken by me, but neither
in the sense nor in the context given in the report.

I. Mistakes of Pure Invention

1. My dear brethren
pray for the martyrs of
liberty, remain firm and
unshaken in your hope;
deliverance is at hand,

2. A nun of Holy
Church has been sen-
tenced to six years' im-
prisonment.

3. Pray for the mar-
tyrs who languish in =

" prigon cell for having

zerved their
country.

4, 1880 * * * 3 his-
toric date, when the Bel-
gian people wrung their
freedom from their op-
pressors. * * * Qur
hrave king and queen
* * * will be carried in

king and

triumph * * * .

1.7 have nowhere
spoken of the martyrp of
liberty.

2, 1 have nowhere men-

tioned a nun, or our Holy
Church, or any woman
sentenced.
. 3 I have nowhere
gpoken of martyre, or of
prisoners languizhing in
prison for having served
their king and country.

4.1 have nowhere
spoken of the king and
queen or the royal princes
who would be carried in .
triumph through the
ranks of the heroic Bel-
gian army.

Il. A Faithful Text

5. A curate of our dio-
cese has been sentenced
to twelve years' penal
servitude.

6. This text is correct.
T said, in fact: “A curate
of the capital has just
been sentenced to twelve
years' penal servitude.”

I1l. Mistakes of Interpretation

fi. The hour of deliver-
ance is near, but has not
vet struek.

Your Excellency does
me the honor of putting
to me the following
question: “I ghould be
very interested to
know if it is a fact that
vour Eminence has
spoken with such certain-
ty of the approaching
hour of the liberation of
Belgium. If so, would
vou be good enough to in-
form me what are the
grounds on which this
statement is baged 7"

7-8, He who bears the
responsibility of this
frightful war ought to
receive his deserts.

MHe that has let loose
this catastrophe on poor

6. This I said. In fact,
I said: “The hour of de-
liverance draws near, but
has not yet struck.”

T keenly regret that I
cannot fix more precise-
ly the date of our deliv-
erance, and I suspect
that if the Governor Gen-
eral gave me access to
my king, or allowed me
to visit Joffre, or Rob-
ertson, Von Falkenheim
or Von Hindenburg, we
should not learn much
more, Hence, after the
phrase with which you
find fault, T added imme-
diately: “Let us continue
to be patient and not al-
low our courage to falter.
Let ug*leave to Provi-
dence the care of com-
pleting our national edu-
cation,” T exhorted my
hearers “lo  endurance
and to patience,” and 1
mentioned the cxample
of “a poor woman who,
hearing the possibility
of sn early peace dis-
cussed, said: ‘Oh, for us
there is no hurry; we can
still wait,' "™

7-8. 1 did not speak
specifically either of the
person who let loose the
scourge of actusl war or
the authors of the catas-
trophe with which Bel-

9. In fourteen years
and some days all the
churches of Belgium will
vibrate with shouts of
“Hoch,” cries of joy will
be raised by the whole
Belgian population.

the teaching of the grogt
theologian, 5t. Thomas
Aquinas. T expounded
prineiples the applieation
of which each one muyst
make for himsell, This
theological doctrine for.
mulates the necessary
¢laims of recognized jus.
tice. The author of tls
report only heard that
and he has distorted i1,
hut it enuncintes the pro-
hibition of hatred and thy
law of universal hrother.
hood. Thus T said: “Oyr
lips purified by the fire of
Christian charity do 1at
give utterance fo woyds
of hatred. To hate iy 1o
make another's mwisfor.
tune our object and in
gloat over it. Whatever
be our sorrewe, we do
not entertain hatred (-
ward those who inflicted
them., National econeord
Among us co-exists with
universal brotherhood, byt
higher than the senti-
ment of universal broth-
erhood we place vespect
for absolute right, with-
out which there can ba
no possible inlercourse
either among individuala
or nations.”

9. I have not made any
church in Belgian vibrate
with sounds of cheering
—neither have 1 spoken
of “Hochs,” nor of cries
of joy, but of a triumphal
Te Deum. Even so, these
are only trifling varia-
tions of style. But the re-
port is captious when vou
translate the words “in
fourteen years on zuch
a day" by “in fourteen
vears and some daye"
This last touch proves
how neadful it is to mie-
trust spies who under.
stand imperfectly the lan.
guage in which our
preachers express them-
selves, and with the hope
of profitably flattering
(ierman patriotism, use
every expedient to catch
or put in default the hon-
est folk on whom they

spy.

Brands Report as Largely Fiction

In a word, sir, about half the report is fiction, Of
the rest scarcely a fifth part is correct. The other
four-fifths mutilates the meaning and changes the

order of my thoughts.

Furthermore I hold at your Excellency's dispo-
sition, if you wish to see it, the complete text of my
sermon as it was rvead (for I took the precaution of
writing and reading it) from the pulpit of St. Gudule,

Your Excellency is pleased to attribute to me a
demonstration incompatible with the conditions of oe-

cupation,

Much might be said about this demon-

stration, which consisted of certain shouts of jov and
gratitude, with which the Belgian authorities were pe-
ceived, but the hour is not yot come to express on this
subjegt all I have in my mind.

I reject the insinuation implied in this phraze,
taken from your manifesto dated July 22: “In tle
‘evening Cardinal Mercier motored through the eity."
I invite your Excellency to compare your accusation
of: “Diese Kundgebung ist von Eurer Eminenz selhst
ausgegangen"—'"This demonstration originated with
vour Eminence himself,"—with the vepealed declarn-
tions of Licutenant General Hurt, Governor of Brus-
sels and Brabant: “My prohibition to eclebrate (he

national festival

my order.

has Er.':duced a small
. thoughtless persons to invite the public to disobey
I put the inhabitants formally on their

number of

guard against instigations to cffect this object.”
{Notice dated July 20, 1916.) “The reckless portion of
the population has invited the publie, by a libers!
distribution of handbills, not to obey my orlers”
(Notice under date July 22, 1016.) .

(Signed)

D. J. CARDINAL MERCIER,

(CONTINUED MONDAY)
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*Note—This letter was published by the censored ;
press.  The nbove text is taken from ‘L Belgique' of Belgium should be pun-

July 24, ished.

the grand inspiration of the war.
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